Volume 8 Number 1

September 2012

Use of Garcinia kola in the treatment of asthma
Health-related quality of life among asthma patients
Noninfectious lung manifestations of autoimmune diseases
Five-year audit of spirometry at LASUTH

Tuberculosis of the spine presenting as hemiparesis

Co-Editors

Dr Evans Amukoye,

KEMRI, Centre for Respiratory Disease
Research, Nairobi

Email: amukoye@gmail.com

and

Prof. Gregory Erhabor,

Consultant Chest Physician, OAU
Teaching Hospital, lle-Ife, Nigeria
Email: gregerhabor7@yahoo.com

Consulting Editor

Prof Stephen Gordon

Senior Clinical Lecturer and Consultant in
Tropical Respiratory Medicine, Liverpool
School of Tropical Medicine, UK

Email: sbgordon@liverpool.ac.uk

Publisher

Bryan Pearson

Managing Editor
Penny Lang
Email: penny@fsg.co.uk

ISSN 1747-5597

All contents are © 2012
FSG Communications Ltd

Correspondence to:

African Journal of Respiratory Medicine
FSG Communications Ltd, Vine House
Fair Green, Reach

Cambridge CB25 0JD, UK.
www.fsg.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0)1638 743633

Fax: +44 (0)1638 743998 2
E-mail: editor@fsg.co.uk SRS

We celebrate the 6th year in which The Pan African Thoracic Society Methods in Epide-
miological and Operational Research (PATS MECOR) has been training clinicians and
other health professionals in Africa. The organisers of this course noticed that Africa
had both a shortage of spirometers and the expertise to do quality lung function tests.
PATS then partnered with trainers from South Africa and the UK and together they
have successfully trained over 60 participants from across Africa in the last 2 years.

Chronic respiratory diseases, which include asthma and chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD), are among the commonest of chronic respiratory diseases.
Some 210 million people worldwide are affected with COPD, the diagnosis of which is
made by a combination of typical history and a lung function test using a spirometer.
The lack of spirometers and quality testing has hampered the diagnosis and thus the
management of COPD and other chronic lung diseases.

AJRM would like to recognise the PATS MECOR and the spirometer team for their
effortin training and equipping African clinicians. This effort is exemplified by noticeable
visibility on ‘spirometer day’ and the increase of studies in chronic respiratory diseases.
We expect to receive more manuscripts in this area.
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GlaxoSmithKline, one of the world's leading research-based pharmaceutical
and healthcare companies, is committed to improving the quality of human life
by enabling people to do more, feel better and live longer.

The company researches, develops, manufactures and markets medicines and
vaccines to prevent and treat most of the world’s major diseases.

We are committed to the responsible management of ethical, social and
environmental concerns and, in particular, to playing a leading role in
supporting healthcare in the developing world.
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